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or rather failed to close properly when any attempts at producing 
a loud sound was made. Hysterical and neurasthenic conditions 
were not present, and the author is therefore forced to believe in 
the existence of an occupation neurosis of the larynx, similar in 
origin and symptoms to the other occupation neuroses, as writers’, 
pianists’, etc., cramp. In one case massage of the larynx was fol¬ 
lowed by recovery. M. A. S. 


Neuritis Puerperalis. 

P. J. Mobius (Miinchener Medic. Wochenschr ., No. 9, 1887) de¬ 
scribes a number of cases of a peculiar kind to which he gives the 
name puerperal neuritis. As diphtheria and syphilis, and as lead 
and other poisons are capable of producing neuritis, whose chief 
symptom is a motor paralysis in certain groups of muscles, so ac¬ 
cording to Mobius a certain form of neuritis is liable to develop 
after childbirth and as a sequel to puerperal diseases. Its symp¬ 
toms are both sensory and motor. Its location is in the ulnar or me¬ 
dian nerves of the arms or sometimes in both together. The disease 
begins gradually with shooting pains in the hands, which increase 
to constant pain and paraesthesiae. Occasionally spasms of the 
muscles ensue and frequently atrophy of the thenar eminence, and 
reaction of degeneration in the muscles supplied by the median 
and ulnar nerves develops. More rarely the muscles of the upper 
arm, as well as of the forearm and hand, are invaded. The du¬ 
ration of the disease varies greatly, but the prognosis is usually fa¬ 
vorable, recovery ensuing sooner or later in the majority of cases. 
Inasmuch as paralysis following childbirth has usually been 
ascribed to a lesion of the spinal cord, the seven cases of Mobius, 
fully detailed in this article, are of much interest. It is not stated, 
however, by the author whether this form of neuritis is always pre¬ 
ceded by some form of puerperal septicaemia or whether it may 
occur without any other symptoms of blood-poisoning. 

M. A. S. 


The Psychical Symptoms in Alcoholic Paralysis and 
Multiple Neuritis. 

Korsakow ( Neurol. Centralbl., 1887, No. 9) records 20 cases of' 
alcoholic paralysis dependent upon multiple neuritis in which mark¬ 
ed psychical disturbance was noticed. He distinguishes three 
forms of mental aberration quite distinct from one another. In 
the first form, the mental change was chiefly characterized by irrita¬ 
ble weakness. The patients were uneasy, irritable, excitable, dis¬ 
contented with everything and every one, and were thrown into fits 
of crying or of rage by the slightest opposition to their whims; 
they were sleepless and very restless. 

In the second form, a true confusion of ideas began simultane¬ 
ously with the sensory and motor disturbances. The patients did 
not recognize their surroundings or attendants, and were subject to 
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hallucinations and illusions—especially of sight—and even occa¬ 
sionally to delusions of persecution. 

In the third form, there developed a very great disturbance of 
memory, especially of occurrences during the illness of the patient. 
There was little disturbance of consciousness and no pathological 
affection of the emotions in this form. During its progress, however, 
a gradual diminution of mental power supervened almost to the 
degree of imbecility, though throughout the weakness of memory 
was the most noticeable feature. With the gradual subsidence of 
the motor and sensory symptoms the mental powers returned. 

In the second part of his paper the author describes four cases 
of multiple neuritis not of alcoholic origin in which psychical as 
well as nervous symptoms occurred. In three of these the disease 
followed some affection of the pelvic organs in females; in one after 
a miscarriage, in a second after puerperal parametritis, and in the 
third after a febrile disease of the pelvic viscera. The author is 
inclined to explain these on the theory of septic infection, and con¬ 
siders the connectionof the neuritis and psychical symptoms as by 
no means accidental, since it has been noted by other authors. He 
terms these forms of psychical disturbance “ neuritic psychoses.” 
He believes that a given poison or infection affects both the brain 
and the peripheral nervous system, and he supports this theory by 
citing the similar well-known effects produced by lead, arsenic, and 
bisulphide of carbon. M. A. S. 


Hereditary Progressive Atrophy. 

Dr. J. W. Bennett, of Brookhaven, Miss., has recently described 
a remarkable example illustrating the family form of the disease. 
A summary of his paper was presented to the New York Neuro¬ 
logical Society by Dr. C. L. Dana on June 7th. Photographs of 
cases were also shown. The accompanying table exhibits the 
succession of sufferers in this family. 

dr. bennett’s family muscular atrophy. 

Great-grandparents healthy. One great-grand-uncle born 
with one arm. 

Grand-uncle. Grandfather. Grand-aunt. 

(Case V. Lived to (Case VI, Died (Case VII. Lived 
old age. Childless.) set. 78.) to old age. Childless.) 


Mother, aet. 44. Uncle, aet. 42. 

(Case III. 13 children.) (Case IV. 7 children, all 

,-*-v well at present time.) 

Grandson, set. 25. Grandson, aet. 12. 

(Case I.) (Case II.) 

The atrophy showed itself in all these cases at puberty or 
shortly before ; except in the case of the grandfather, whose dis- 




